
A Second Helping: Stories and Comments from Our Thanksgiving Poll 

I grew up being told our green bean casserole was a "family recipe" created by and passed down 

from my great-grandmother. One year at work when I was in my early 20s, we were all 

discussing our meal plans for Thanksgiving and I told them about our family's green bean 

casserole. One of them asked, "do you mean the one on the back of the can?" I was shocked and 

mortified to find out it was a holiday staple for so many families, and the recipe was literally 

printed on the can of green beans! Ours is a little different, but the basic idea is the same. I still 

laugh and cringe every time I think of that! 

 

We used to get up and go Black Friday Shopping at 3:30 in the morning. Be done by 9:00 eat 

breakfast and back at work by 10:30. Farm Family 

 

Next year will be special, we have a grandbaby on the way! 

 

Always get the dogs outside before the food is ready. We have large dogs, and we have almost 

experienced a turkey free Thanksgiving a few times. Words to live by, “Lets go outside and play 

Rover!" 

 

Thanksgiving doesn't have to take place on Thursday. We are gathering on the Saturday after so 

we can all be together after other family commitments. 

 

Being the host is HARD, but THE BEST! I love having everyone convene at my house, food 

ALL DAY, children playing and elderly napping and nothing but smiles, tasty smells and full 

bellies. Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday. 

 

It was fun when my husband and I got married, had kids, and started our own traditions. Now 

our kids are older, and it is fun to see them carry our traditions on with their families. 

 

Check your oven before the big event. The element in our electric oven went out a week before. 

My brother was supposed to test it, but didn't. I discovered this at 2 am after returning home 

from work with plans to cook the turkey and ham overnight to free the oven for sides. The turkey 

had also been brining in a cooler, and there was no refrigerator space to put it in. Managed to 

source a wall oven unit on craigslist the morning of, but my brother and uncle did not measure 



prior to picking up and installing, leading to them taking a hand saw to my mother's cabinetry to 

make it fit. the turkey barely fit, it was 80 degrees, and we ended up eating late and outdoors in 

shorts. 

 

Thanksgiving is a time my family comes together to enjoy the company of one another as well as 

the many traditional dishes we all love. We take time to appreciate each other's presence and 

togetherness. We pay tribute to the loved ones we have lost and honor them by continuing to 

make the amazing dishes they used to make for our dinner and reminisce about the wonderful 

times we had with them. It is a very joyous holiday for us. 

 

The only comment I'd like to share is to encourage group activities, such as games, trivia, 

playing cards or a game... my family didn't do this when I was younger, but I started this 

tradition a few years ago and it made the day more memorable when everyone participated. And, 

I found out that competition can be fun! 

 

My brother-in-law- is a musician and plays violin and concertina after the meal which is so 

wonderful. 

 

The first year I had the "turkey assignment" and I didn't thaw it long enough. So I put it in the 

sink with water running over it. The stupid thing moved and blocked the drain and flooded our 

apartment. It's funny now...33 years later. 

 

Submitting from Canada so our Thanksgiving this year has passed, but I think our traditions are 

similar to those in the US, just based less on history and the pilgrims, and more on autumn, 

harvest, and feeling grateful for blessings in our lives. This never offsets the potential for family 

conflict that comes with gathering for tradition! (Insert laughing/crying emoji here.) 

 

I will always treasure the memory of my friend's mother making Cornish hens in lieu of a turkey. 

It was the first time that I had ever heard of this bird. They are truly tiny. My friend's mother 

made them taste delicious. 

 

We have Christmas events that happen the two days following Thanksgiving that we do with 

family who come to visit for Thanksgiving that we will not see at Christmas. 



For many years, when our kids were young, my mom or mom-in-law hosted Thanksgiving & I 

enjoyed relaxing for the most part… I’d help a little, but they carried the load. Now they have 

both passed on so I am now the host & I appreciate my mom & mom-in-law so much more…. I 

knew it took work, but I realize it takes much more work than I ever imagined…. I cherish the 

memories with them & want to make them for this upcoming generation! 

 

When I was first married, someone gave me fall colored napkins. Each year, we write the year 

and have everyone around the table write in Sharpie what they are thankful for. We still use those 

napkins and can look back on blessings and family who have passed away. One year my toddler 

said he was thankful for Grandpa! That made my Dad's day! 


